
  

 

 

 

Year 6 Curriculum Overview 

Term 1.1 

 

 
Teaching Team: 

Class Teachers: Miss Fisher, Mr Chapman and Miss Shakespeare 

Teaching Assistant: Miss West 

SLT: Mr Aldred 

 

PE: PE lessons are on Tuesday. 

On this day, children must be wearing their P.E kits. This includes a 

white t-shirt, black bottoms and trainers. No jewellery is to be worn 

on PE days; parents must remove this before bringing their child to 

school on this day. 

 

Homework: Friday. 

 

Please see below an overview of the main themes, knowledge, 

and skills we will be covering this half term. 



Enquiry 

Question 

How do circumstances in Brazil affect 

humans and the environment? 

Significant 

People 

Katherine Rundell 

Class Texts The Explorer by Katherine Rundell 
Themes: survival, friendship, 
courage, discovery. 
“His skin was the same colour as 

the river; his hair was black, his 
cheeks hollow. He was lean and 
fierce, and his eyes shone bright 
as a cat’s.” 

When their plane crashes in the Amazon 

rainforest, Fred, Con, Lila and Max find 
themselves stranded, with no adults to help 
them. As they struggle to survive, they uncover 
clues that lead them to a hidden city and a 
mysterious man who lives there. 

Facing hunger, danger, and the wildness of 
the jungle, the children must rely on their 
courage and each other. Can they learn to 
trust, adapt and discover a way back home—
or will the jungle keep its hold on them 

forever? 

Reading In this unit, pupils will develop their reading 

fluency and comprehension through a 

balance of fiction and non-fiction texts, 

including narrative and information texts. Early 

lessons focus on word meaning and 

vocabulary development, beginning with 

strategies such as reading around the word, 

word substitution, and exploring root words, 

prefixes, and suffixes. Pupils will then practise 

retrieving and recording information, using a 

range of question types and test techniques, 

including true or false, matching, find and 

copy, and multiple choice. These skills will 

support pupils in building accuracy and 



confidence when tackling both fiction and 

non-fiction extracts. 

 

As the unit progresses, the focus shifts to 

higher-level skills of inference and prediction. 

Pupils will make inferences about characters’ 

thoughts and feelings, justifying their ideas 

with evidence from the text and applying test 

techniques such as multiple choice and short 

constructed responses (e.g. “I infer 

that…because…”). In the final weeks, pupils 

will use their inference skills to support making 

predictions, drawing on both stated and 

implied details. Across the term, pupils will 

have regular opportunities to apply these 

strategies to a variety of texts, while also 

preparing for formal reading assessments by 

practising a range of SATs-style question 

formats. 

 
 

Writing Over the first four weeks, pupils will focus on 

descriptive and narrative writing. They will 

begin by developing setting descriptions, 

learning how to use noun phrases, expanded 

noun phrases, and fronted adverbials to add 

detail and atmosphere. These skills will then be 

applied to their own imaginative settings 

before moving on to narrative writing, where 

pupils will innovate on existing story structures 

and create their own openings and events. 

Alongside this, grammar teaching will cover 

subject and object, different types of clauses, 

coordinating and subordinating conjunctions, 

and the use of verbs as openers. Pupils will 

also practise writing dialogue to build 

character and advance action. Extended 

writing opportunities each week will allow 

them to apply these skills creatively and with 



increasing independence. 

 

In the final two weeks, the focus will shift to 

non-fiction writing in the form of non-

chronological reports. Pupils will learn how to 

structure reports effectively, using additional 

information to extend paragraphs and 

applying a range of sentence types, including 

questions and exclamations, for impact. They 

will also develop an understanding of formal 

language to suit the purpose of informing and 

discussing. The extended writing outcomes will 

provide opportunities to write reports on 

factual topics, ensuring pupils can adapt their 

skills for different purposes and audiences. 

Weekly spelling sessions will continue 

throughout, supporting accuracy and 

consistency in their writing. 

Maths During this half term, the pupils will be 

focusing on place value and number, with 

numbers up to 10,000,000 recapping on their 

knowledge of number from Year 5. They will 

learn to read, write, order, and compare 

numbers up to 10,000,000 and determine the 

value of each digit and solve number and 
practical problems that involve the above. 

 
 

Geography In this unit, pupils will develop their 
geographical knowledge and understanding 
of South America, with a focus on Brazil and 
the Amazon region. They will begin by 
locating continents, oceans, and the UK 
before exploring South America in detail, 
identifying countries, cities, and key physical 
features such as the Amazon River and 
Rainforest. Pupils will investigate climate, 
vegetation, population, and topography, 
using maps, atlases, digital resources, and 
data to create fact files and build contextual 



knowledge. They will then compare human 
and physical geography between Brazil and 
the United Kingdom, analysing similarities and 
differences in features such as population, 
environment, and settlements. 
 
The unit will then focus on physical 
geography, beginning with the processes of 
river erosion and the features of rivers, 
applying this knowledge to the Amazon River. 
Pupils will go on to study rainforest biomes, 
understanding their location, climate, layers, 
and biodiversity. They will consolidate their 
learning through group research and 
presentations, developing both subject 
knowledge and oracy. In the final lessons, 
pupils will investigate the impact of 
deforestation, considering its effects on rivers, 
ecosystems, climate change, and human 
populations. They will also discuss sustainability 
and conservation, linking to contemporary 
environmental issues. By the end of the unit, 
pupils will be able to locate and describe 
South America’s physical and human 
geography, explain key geographical 
processes, and evaluate the environmental 
challenges facing the Amazon today. 

 



Science This half term, the children will begin their 

science learning with the unit ‘Evolution and 

Inheritance.’ This project teaches children 

how living things on Earth have changed 

over time and how fossils provide evidence 

for this. They will also learn how characteristics 

are passed from parents to their offspring and 

how variation in offspring can affect their 

survival with changes possibly leading to the 

evolution of a species. 

Moving into the second half of the half term, 

the children shall start the unit ‘Circulatory 

System.’ This project teaches the children 

about the transport role of the human 

circulatory system, its main parts, and primary 

functions. They will learn about healthy 
lifestyles choices and the effects of harmful 

substances on the body. 

Mandarin Children will be learning about these topics, 

this half term: 
• Countries 

• Places 
• Feelings 

Art In art, the children will complete the unit 

‘Trailblazers, Barrier Breakers.’ This project 
teaches the children about significant black 

 

 artists and their work and provides them with 

opportunities to analyse and create artwork 

inspired by them. 



Music The children will be taught by an outside 

agency ‘Create Music’ who will be delivering 

ukulele lessons. The children will learn parts of 

the ukulele and will be able to play the 

ukulele and sing at the same time. 

Computing This term, the children shall complete the unit 

‘Communication and Collaboration.’ In this 

unit learners explore how data is transferred 

over the internet. Learners initially focus on 

addressing, before they move on to the 

makeup and structure of data packets. 

Learners then look at how the internet 

facilitates online communication and 

collaboration; they complete shared projects 

online and evaluate different methods of 

communication. Finally, they learn how to 

communicate responsibly by considering 

what should and should not be shared on the 

internet. 
 

PSHE Pupils will be exploring how we can keep 

healthy as we grow. Pupils will consider what 
mental health is, how to express feelings, how 
they can be managed in changing, 

challenging and difficult times. 

RE Year 6 pupils will be exploring the disposition 

of living by rules, what it means and why it 

may be important. They will consider the 

rules of some religions – Islam, Christianity and 

Judaism and think about the aims of them as 

well as comparing them to rules within 
society. 



PE Pupils will be taught the skills required for 

basketball and OAA. They will incorporate 
and develop their social and 
emotional skills through working as a team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knowledge Organisers: 



Reading 
 

 
Writing 

 



 



 

Geography 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Science 

 



Home Learning 

You could visit the International Slavery Museum in Liverpool 

 

Reading: 

Oxford Owl for School and Home 

Reading and comprehension - English - Learning with BBC Bitesize - BBC Bitesize 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list- for-year-6-

pupils-ks2-age-10-11/ 

 

Writing: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/zncsscw 

Spelling and Grammar, English Games for 7-11 Years - Topmarks 

 

Maths: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z826n39/year/zncsscw  

Science: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvrrd2p/articles/zkq7wnb 

Computing: 
Is my child safe online? Parent’s questions answered | Barnardo's (barnardos.org.uk) 

Parents and Carers - UK Safer Internet Centre 

Parental Controls & Privacy Settings Guides | Internet Matters 

 

PSHE: 
Talk PANTS & Join Pantosaurus - The Underwear Rule | NSPCC 

How to make an emergency 999 call – West Midlands Ambulance Service University NHS 

Foundation Trust (wmas.nhs.uk) 

PE: 
Nutrition Based Physical Activity Games - Action for Healthy Kids 

Kids Active Learning & PE at Home – Think Active 

Useful Links: 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/atlantic-slave-trade 

https://www.unhcr.org/uk/teaching-about-refugees.html 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/zgq8r2p
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-6-pupils-ks2-age-10-11/ 
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-6-pupils-ks2-age-10-11/ 
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-6-pupils-ks2-age-10-11/ 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/zncsscw
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z826n39/year/zncsscw 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvrrd2p/articles/zkq7wnb
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/blog/online-safety-parents-questions?gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIPLqOOnhoqkdF8GqsMiLC_EPkCqYMS4pRXlLEWKUuaYmR98-lqM_yxoCP9oQAvD_BwE
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/?gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIERv7aqeeFJ0l9nMhxKcPSb7v_ZQH-YgpPIs2Rag7J7RCMNcN0dZWxoCnVoQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://www.actionforhealthykids.org/activity/nutrition-based-physical-activity-games/
https://www.thinkactive.org/gettingactive/kids-active-learning/
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/atlantic-slave-trade
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/teaching-about-refugees.html

