
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Year 4 Curriculum Overview 

Term 3.2 



Enquiry Question How did life change for people living in Ancient Civilisations?  

 

Significant 

People 

- Princess Diana 

- Ahmed Mustafa 

 

Class Texts Secrets of a Sun King 

 

‘London, 1922. A discovery from ancient Egypt. A cursed 

package… The untold story of a young pharaoh.  

When Lilian Kaye finds a parcel on her grandad’s doorstep, she is 

shocked to see who sent it: a famous Egyptologist, found dead 

that very morning, according to every newspaper in England.  

The mysterious package holds the key to a story… about a king 

whose tomb archaeologists are desperately hunting for.  

Now Lil and her friends must embark on an incredible journey – to 

return the package to its resting place, to protect those they love 

and to break the deadly pharaoh’s curse.  

 

Reading 

 

During this half term, the children will be consolidating their 

learning on ‘retrieval’ and ‘literal comprehension.’ As they 

covered this domain back in the autumn term, they shall now be 

looking to answer much more advanced questions, justifying their 

answers with evidence from the text.  

Similarly, the children will also consolidate their previous learning 

on ‘inference.’ They shall be inferring how the characters in our 

new class text are feeling, presenting their ideas in a P.E. format.   

Writing 

 

The children will begin this half term by learning how to write 

character and setting descriptions. The children will learn how to 

write descriptively, structuring their work to include all the features. 

The language features of descriptive writing include adjectives, 

adverbs, expanded noun phrases, similes, metaphors, 

personification, fronted adverbials, and conjunctions.  

As the half term continues, the children will then learn how to write 

recounts. The recounts will be linked to our enquiry question and 

will teach the children how to write in chronological order using 

time adverbials to structure their work. 

Maths Moving on from decimals, this half term the children will be looking 

at money learning the value of money and how to estimate and 

order money as well as, solving money word problems. 

Children will then move onto looking at time, both on a 24-hour 

clock and a 12-hour clock. Children will be challenged to convert 



time between analogue and digital and to and from the 24-hour 

clock. 

Following time, children will move onto looking at shapes, 

deepening their understanding of turns by grasping the concept 

of clockwise and anticlockwise. Children will also learn about 

different angles, acute and obtuse angles as well as recapping on 

right angles. Using their knowledge of angles children’s 

understanding will be assessed by challenging them to compare 

and order the angles based on their sizes. 

We will then move on to looking at the properties and types of a 

triangles, quadrilaterals, and polygons.  Moving on from this, 

children will then begin to look at lines of symmetry on 2D shapes, 

which will also involve them completing a symmetric figure. 

As the half term continues, children will progress on to statistics in 

maths which will consist of children using skills such as interpreting 

charts including pictograms and bar charts. Following this, children 

will use their knowledge of addition and subtraction to answer 

questions based on interpreting charts. Children will then be 

introduced to line graphs and how to interpret and draw them. 

Coming to the end of the term, children will finish off the year by 

looking at position and direction this will consist of looking at 

coordinates, drawing 2D shapes and translation.  

History  This half term, we will continue with History and the study of 

Ancient Civilisations, our focus will be Ancient Egypt. Over the 

coming weeks, we will learn about city life in ancient Egypt and 

how this differs from ancient Sumers, we will compare the 

hierarchy of ancient Egyptians to Ancient Sumer. As well as this, 

the children will look at the role of pharaohs and the process of 

mummification. 

Science  Our Science topic this half term shall be ‘Electrical Circuits and 

Conductors.’ Within this project, your child will learn about the 

importance of electricity to our daily lives and the two sources, 

mains electricity and cells or batteries. They will discuss the 

dangers of mains electricity and safety measures and will learn 

about a range of electrical components such as, cells, batteries, 

wires, lamps, buzzers, and motors. These devices will then be used 

to construct series circuits, exploring the effect of adding and 

removing different elements. The children will also re-visit some of 

their learning on food and the digestive system, in particular the 

work on food chains and habitats. 

DT Our design and technology focus this half term will be ‘Tomb 

Builders’. This project teaches the children about simple machines, 

including wheels, axles, inclined planes, pulleys, and levers. The 



 

Teaching Team: 

Miss Fisher, Mr Barnes, Miss Rehman 

SLT: Mr Aldred 

 

PE Days: Thursday 

 

Homework: Tuesday & Friday 

 

Please see below an overview of the main themes, 

knowledge, and skills we will be covering this half term. 

children will explore how they helped ancient builders to lift and 

move heavy loads. By the end of the topic, the children will have 

created a protype of a simple machine that the Egyptian tomb 

builders would be able to use.  

Music During their music lessons, the children will continue to be taught 

on Charanga. The topic for this term is ‘Blackbird’ by The Beatles. 

The children will learn that The Beatles helped to reshape Western 

Pop music in the 1960s and are one of the most successful bands 

ever. The Beatles had four members: John Lennon, Paul 

McCartney, George Harrison, and Ringo Starr. 

Computing Children will explore the concept of repetition in programming 

using the Scratch environment. The unit begins with a Scratch 

activity, where children can discover similarities between two 

environments. Children look at the difference between count-

controlled and infinite loops and use their knowledge to modify 

existing animations and games using repetition. The outcome of 

this unit is for children to design and create a game which uses 

repetition, applying stages of programming design throughout.  

PSHE This half term the children will look at the question ‘how can we 

manage risk in different places?’ They will learn how to recognise, 

predict, assess and manage risk in different situations. The children 

will also learn how to keep safe in the local environment and less 

familiar locations. They will also look at how to stay safe online 

which will be linked with their computing learning. 

 

RE This half term the children will focus on two topics, ‘Being 

imaginative and exploratory’ and ‘Appreciating beauty’.  

PE This half term the children will take part in Cricket and Yoga 

activities. 



Knowledge Organisers: 
 

 

 

 

 

  



  



  



  



  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Home Learning and Useful Links: 

 
Homework Books  

At the end of each week, your child will return home with their homework books in 

both English and Maths. They will be given two pages to complete based on the 

learning they have completed that week or the learning they will be doing the 

following week.  

Please encourage your child to complete these to the best of their ability and return 

to school by Wednesday for them to be marked and any issues to be addressed. 

Spellings  

These are words your child will be using daily and will need to be familiar with. We 

will also be sending home words with your children that are key in Year 3 and 4.  

Please encourage your child to practise their spellings at the weekend and across 

the course of the week, as they will be tested on these at the end of each week.  

Times tables  

Each week, your child will receive a sheet of times tables to help prepare them for 

the Y4 Multiplication Check.  

Please encourage your child to practise these times tables ready for a small test at 

the end of the following week.   

Your child should be to completing at least 5 minutes of times table practice daily. 

Please use the website below 

Times Table Multiplication Check Website: 

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/ 

Reading:  

At the end of each week, your child will also come home with a reading book.  

Please encourage your child to read this book regularly and listen to them read 

when you can.  

Within their reading diary, we ask that you please make a comment on how your 

child has read, whether they are enjoying their book or even any questions you may 

have asked them and discussed about their story.  

Both the reading book and reading diary need to be returned to school by 

Wednesday. 

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/


Reading:  

Oxford Owl for School and Home 

Reading and comprehension - English - Learning with BBC Bitesize - BBC Bitesize 

Books for Year 4 children aged 8-9 | School Reading List 

 

Phonics:  
Letters and Sounds, English Games for 5-7 Years - Topmarks 

PhonicsPlay 

Phase 2 Games – Letters and Sounds (letters-and-sounds.com) 

 

Writing: 
Year 4 English - BBC Bitesize 

Writing in Year 4 (age 8–9) - Oxford Owl for Home 

Spelling and Grammar, English Games for 7-11 Years - Topmarks 

 

Maths:  
Year 4 Maths Curriculum Toolkit | 8 & 9 Year Olds | Home Learning 

(thirdspacelearning.com) 

Key Stage 2 Maths - Topmarks Search 

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/ 

 

Science:  
What are the states of matter? - BBC Bitesize 

Science KS2 / KS3: Classification of organisms - BBC Teach 

Home | WowScience - Science games and activities for kids 

History/Geography: 
The natural world - KS2 Geography - BBC Bitesize 

Rivers - BBC Teach 

Explore rivers - BBC Bitesize 

 

Computing:  
Is my child safe online? Parent’s questions answered | Barnardo's (barnardos.org.uk) 

Parents and Carers - UK Safer Internet Centre 

Parental Controls & Privacy Settings Guides | Internet Matters 

 

 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/zgq8r2p
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-4-pupils-ks2-age-8-9/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/z63tt39
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-writing/writing-year-4-age-8-9/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/year-4-maths/
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/year-4-maths/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=16&AgeGroup=3
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6p6qp3/articles/zsgwwxs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks2--ks3-classification-of-organisms/zh7g92p
https://wowscience.co.uk/?_sft_category=light-sound
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1--ks2-rivers/z6qsf4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/z7w8pg8
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/blog/online-safety-parents-questions?gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIPLqOOnhoqkdF8GqsMiLC_EPkCqYMS4pRXlLEWKUuaYmR98-lqM_yxoCP9oQAvD_BwE
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/


PSHE:  
Talk PANTS & Join Pantosaurus - The Underwear Rule | NSPCC 

How to make an emergency 999 call – West Midlands Ambulance Service University NHS 

Foundation Trust (wmas.nhs.uk) 

 

PE:  
Nutrition Based Physical Activity Games - Action for Healthy Kids 

Kids Active Learning & PE at Home – Think Active 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/?gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIERv7aqeeFJ0l9nMhxKcPSb7v_ZQH-YgpPIs2Rag7J7RCMNcN0dZWxoCnVoQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://www.actionforhealthykids.org/activity/nutrition-based-physical-activity-games/
https://www.thinkactive.org/gettingactive/kids-active-learning/

